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MARCH MEETING, 1907. 

The stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 14th instant, 
at three o'clock, p. m. In the absence of the President from 
the State the senior Vice-President, Hon. Samuel A. Green, 
was in the chair. The record of the February meeting was 
read and approved, and the Librarian read the customary list 
of donors to the Library. Preparatory to the Annual Meet- 
ing the following committees were appointed : to nominate 
officers for the ensuing year, Messrs. Thomas L. Livermore, 
Thornton K. Lothrop, and Barrett Wendell ; to examine the 
Treasurer's accounts, Messrs. James F. Hunnewell and 
Thomas Minns ; to examine the Library and Cabinet, Messrs. 
Waldo Lincoln, Roger B. Merriman, and Lindsay Swift. 

The senior Vice-President communicated for Rt. Rev. 
William Lawrence, D.D., the memoir of the late Rev. Dr. 
Slafter which he had been appointed to prepare for publication 
in the Proceedings. 

Hon. WjLLiAM Everett spoke extemporaneously, in sub- 
stance as follows : 

The short communication and suggestion I have to make 
grow out of work I have recently been engaged in, namely, a 
course of familiar lectures before the Society of Colonial 
Dames. Two years ago, I put before them a series of sketches 
of our colonial period. This year, I took up the provincial 
period, beginning after the surrender of the Bay charter, and 
stopping short of the Revolutionary epoch. I thought it best 
to adopt the biographical form, and brought to their attention 
successively Governor Joseph Dudley, Judge Samuel Sewall, 
Sir William Pepperrell, President Jonathan Edwards, Dr. 
Jonathan Mayhew, and President Eleazar Wheelock. I think it 
will be allowed that these were all men of first-rate importance 
in the province, and that in the life of every one is distinctly 
traceable the reciprocal action of the Puritan or Colonial and 
the English or Royalist tempers and principles. But when 
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I came to look for materials to be shaped without excessive 
labor into the form of plain popular lectures, what was there ? 

Of Joseph Dudley there are of course repeated and sys- 
tematic accounts in Hutchinson and Palfrey, and abundant 
notices in Mather, Sewall, and other writers. But there is no 
specific life of him, which gives a succinct account of one of 
the most conspicuous of the sons of New England at the 
dividing of the centuries, the transition from old to new. His 
descendant in his family notices has written much about him ; 
but there seems to be no proper biography ; it must be pieced 
out, even for a superficial sketch. 

Of Judge Sewall our Society offers to readers and writers 
abundant materials in his diary and correspondence ; but these 
are in too expensive a form for the average purchaser, and his 
life must be picked out from a great mass of details, few with- 
out interest, but requiring to be arranged with proper selection 
and omissions. There is no Life of Sewall. 

Of Sir William Pepperrell a handy biography was published 
rather more than fifty years ago by Dr. Usher Parsons, of 
Providence, Rhode Island. It contains about all the important 
facts we are likely to get of PepperrelFs life founded on original 
documents ; but it is far from satisfactory. The writer of neces- 
sity has many English places and people to mention ; and he be- 
trays in every chapter what infects much more important and 
learned books, — that he has never studied English matters 
except so far as they are supposed to illustrate American 
matters, — as if the entire history of Old England were merely 
an episode in the history of New England. Parsons says that 
Pepperrell's father came from " Ravestock (Tavistock ?) " 
near Plymouth in Wales. 

His hero corresponded with Henry Fox, afterwards the first 
Lord Holland, and George Dunk-Montague, Earl of Halifax, 
successively Secretaries of State. Parsons confounds the two, 
one a very eminent, the other a very insignificant person, and 
in a letter written by Pepperrell " to the Rt. Hon. Henry 
Fox, Esq.," adds in a parenthesis " Lord Halifax." This is 
matched, by the way, by the author of the article on Pepperrell 
in the Dictionary of National Biography, where Sir William's 
son-in-law, Nathaniel Sparhawk, appears as " One Sparkway.*' 

For Jonathan Edwards I was able to rely on an admirable 
biography by our associate Rev. A. V. G. Allen, in the series 
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of " American Men of Letters." It is candid, lively, instruc- 
tive to a high degree. But Edwards deserves a bigger biog- 
raphy ; and those that we have are all written with an intense 
partisanship, which would require some qualification if applied 
to St. Paul. 

With Jonathan Mayhew the case is even worse. A Life of 
him was published about seventy years ago by our former 
associate Alden Bradford, Secretary and Historian of the 
Commonwealth. Such a mess of valuable and irrelevant 
matter I have rarely toiled through. Though a very bulky 
volume, it has no index ; and it would be a wearisome task to 
make one. There is no definite order in the work; long 
extracts from Mayhew's sermons are inextricably entwined 
with Mr. Bradford's own theological speculations, and with 
long letters to Mayhew, and scarcely any from him. In this 
way one of the boldest and most vigorous worthies of the 
eighteenth century is buried under a heap of meaningless 
comment. 

Lastlj^ of President Wheelock there is a very meagre life, 
full of religious or rather theological rhapsody, by his friend 
and pupil, David McClure ; and a voluminous collection of all 
manner of details, vital and insignificant alike, in Chase's 
History of Dartmouth College, besides various notices, more or 
less extensive, prepared in connection with different college 
celebrations. But a real life of Wheelock has yet to be 
written. 

My suggestion therefore is that something like a revival 
or continuation of Sparks's American Bipgraphy should be 
undertaken, under the auspices of this Society. There are a 
great number of American worthies from our own and our 
sister States who deserve biographies of their own apart from 
what may be found in general dictionaries. With some of 
them the work is all but done to our hands, as in the life of 
Pepperrell, little more than careful revision being required. 
In others the material is all scattered and would need consid- 
erable labor to put in proper form. But the work should be 
done, and if some proposition or prospectus came from us, I 
believe a publisher might be found. The biographical series 
of the last thirty years have suffered from the passion for 
classification. What we want is not a series of statesmen or 
authors or orators or divines or lawyers or physicians, but of 
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Americans, — men whose lives ought to be in every one's hands 
independent of their special line of distinction. And I would 
point out again, that if anything is done with the earlier nota- 
bles, it should be done by men who have read, studied, and 
absorbed the history of the mother country for its own sake, 
not as a mere episode to ours, as men study a little Spanish 
history in the century of the discoveries, and a little French 
history for the period of the Revolution. 

Mr. Edward Channing presented, in behalf of the heirs of 
Patrick T. Jackson, 2d (Patrick T. Jackson, 3d, Charles L. 
Jackson, Anna P. Jackson, and Ernest Jackson), a large mass 
of original papers, many of them of great interest and value, 
relating to Kansas aflfairs in 1856 and 1857, and to the efforts 
to make Kansas a free State. 

Mr. Henry G. Pearson read a paper entitled " The Corre- 
spondence of the Duke of Argyll with Charles Sumner," giv- 
ing a full account of their correspondence now in the Library of 
Harvard University, with copious extracts from their letters. 

Remarks were also made during the meeting by Messrs. 
Franklin B. Sanborn, Henry W. Haynes, Albert B. 
Hart, Gamaliel Bradford, and Charles C. Smith. 



V^: 
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MEMOIR 

OF 

REV. EDMUND F. SLAFTER, D.D. 

COMMUNICATED BY WILLIAM LAWRENCE. 



Appointed by the Society to present a memoir of the Rev. Dr. 
Edmund Farwell Slafter, I asked the aid of the Rev. Reuben 
Kidner, who has prepared this paper, which I herewith present 
as a faithful sketch of the work and life of our associate. 

Edmund Farwell Slafter was born in Norwich, Vermont, 
May 30, 1816, and was the son of Sylvester and Mary Arm- 
strong (Johnson) Slafter. 

The connection of the family with Norwich antedated the 
War of the Revolution, when Edmund's grandfather John, who 
had been a drummer and later a ranger under Putnam and 
Rogers in the French and Indian wars, became one of the first 
settlers there. John Slafter was a leader in that wild frontier 
township, and when the War of the Revolution came, he sent 
his wife and young children a long and perilous journey to the 
homes of his and her parents in Connecticut, for Norwich was 
open to the attacks of Tories and Indians. 

John the pioneer was son of Samuel of Mansfield, Connecti- 
cut, and a grandson of John Slafter the immigrant ancestor of 
the Slafters, who was an inhabitant of Lynn, Massachusetts Bay, 
prior to 1700, and in 1716 removed to that- part of Mansfield 
which became Willington. John the immigrant was a worthy 
magistrate in Willington, and the parent of five sons and as 
many daughters. 

Sylvester Slafter, the father of the subject of this sketch, 
was a farmer living in Thetford on a farm that had been his 
father's. He had literary tastes, and had attempted the study 
of medicine. He was selectman and a prominent citizen. 

Edmund Slafter was sent to Thetford Academy to begin his 
education, and retained through life an attachment to this in- 
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stitution, remembering it with gifts from time to time. Last 
August (1906) he bought the Pierce property in Thetford, and 
presented it to the Academy for dormitory purposes. 

From Thetford he went to Dartmouth College, from which 
he was graduated in 1840. Twenty-five years later he re- 
ceived the A.M. degree, and in 1890 the D.D. title from the 
same college. 

He always maintained a keen interest in Dartmouth, endow- 
ing it in various ways, and he remembered it in his will. 

After graduation, he became principal of Topsfielci Academy, 

holding the office for one year, and leaving it to enter Andover 

^ Theological Seminary, then the most prominent school of the 

kind in the United States, with one hundred and fifty students. 

He studied at Andover for three years, but did not graduate, 
because while in Andover he had become a member of the 
Episcopal Church, to the ministry of which he was ordained 
in Trinity Church, Boston, by Bishop Eastburn, July 12, 1844, 
He was advanced to priest's orders by the same inshop in St. 
Peter's, Salem, July 30, 1845. Ke was rector of St. Peter's 
Church, Cambridge, for two years, and from there he went to 
St. John's, Jamaica Plain, where he was rector for seven years, 
until 1853. He had contracted the malady known as " clergy- 
man's sore throat " and was compelled to give up preaching. 

For the next four years he was assistant to the rector of St. 
Paul's Church, Boston, with nominal duty. 

In 1857 he became financial agent and afterward superin- 
tendent of the American Bible Society for the Episcopal 
churches, first in the New England and Middle States, and 
finally in all the States, involving a very large correspondence. 
This office he held for twenty years. He was also correspond- 
ing secretary of the Massachusetts Bible Society, and a member 
of its Executive Board, holding these offices until his death. 

In 1872 the Rev. Phillips Brooks applied to Dr. Slafter to 
assist him in the administration of the Holy Communion in 
Trinity Church, and this duty he performed without fail as 
long as he lived. 

Dr. Slafter took a keen interest in the proceedings of the 
Convention of the Episcopal Church in the diocese of Massa- 
chusetts, of which he became a member in 1844, and he attended 
every annual meeting, sixty-two in all, while he liyed. 

In 1884 l5r. Slafter was elected registrar of the diocese, he be- 
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ing then sixty-eight years old. He found the Diocesan Library 
consisted of five bound volumes and some pamphlets. He set 
to work with the enthusiasm, supposed to belong only to young 
men, to make it, what it became in his hands, the largest and 
most complete collection of books, manuscripts, and pamphlets 
relating to the Episcopal Church, in the United States. He 
issued an appeal for material, and for funds to buy, bind, and 
arrange it, and at his death the Library contained a large safe 
full of letters and manuscripts of historical importance, more 
than 2500 volumes handsomely bound in red morocco, and a 
vast number of pamphlets. His annual reports to the Conven- 
tion detailing the progress of the collection were models of 
their kind. In the one for 1897 he says, " It is not probable 
that one-fifth of the volumes contained in this collection are to 
be found among the more than a million volumes in the great 
libraries of Boston and Cambridge." 

For twenty years Dr. Slafter was corresponding secretary of 
the N. E. Historic-Genealogical Society, and the right-hand 
man of the president. He was a " great " secretary and widely 
known as such. At each meeting he told the company about 
the donations received since the last meeting, and he did it in 
such a graceful and pleasing way that the members were inter- 
ested. It was generally supposed, when Mai'shall P. Wilder 
died, in 1886, that Dr. Slafter would succeed him in the pres- 
idency of the Society ; but a controversy arose in the body. Dr. 
Slafter was passed by, and he quietly withdrew from active 
participation in the affairs of the Society. 

Dr. Slafter became a member of the Prince Society in 1858, 
and remained the leading spirit in its affairs until the end of 
his life. He was its secretary in 1865, and its president from 
1880 for twenty-five years. 

The following publications of the Prince Society were edited 
by him : 

Sir William Alexander and American Colonization. 
Voyages of the Northmen to America. 
The Voyages of Samuel de Champlain. 

John Checkley, or the Evolution of Religious Tolerance in Massa- 
chusetts Bay. 

In 1881 Dr. Slafter was elected a member of our Society, 
and from April, 1894, to April, 1896, he served as a Member 
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at Large of the Council, and at the latter date presented 
the annual report of the Council, which was drawn up by 
him. The following papers by him appear in the Proceedings : 

Memoir' of Charles W. Tuttle. 
Memoir of Rev. William S. Bartlet. 

Royal Memorials and Emblems in Use in the Colonies before the 
Revolution. 

Memoir of Dr. Fitch Edward Oliver. 
Remarks on Coat Armor. 
The Landing of the Hessians. 
The Book of Sports. 

Our associate was a corresponding member of eight other 
State Historical Societies, and he was also a member of the 
Phi Beta Kappa, of the Bostonian Society from its beginning, 
the Boston Numismatic Society, an Honorary Fellow of the 
Royal Historical Society of Great Britain (1874), the Boston 
Episcopal Charitable Society, the Numismatic and Antiquarian 
Society of Montreal, the Numismatic and Antiquarian Soci- 
ety of Philadelphia, and the Anthropological Society of 
Washington. 

In some personal notes left by him, the following statement 
occurs : " Subsequent to this [1877] it came about, without 
my seeking, that five estates belonging to members of my 
family and to friends were placed in my care for settlement 
as executor. This occupied much of my time for several 
years. I may here say in passing that the aggregate sum paid 
over, in the settlement of these estates, was somewhat more 
than six hundred thousand dollars." 

For five years Dr. Slafter was a member of the school com- 
mittee of Roxbury, and in 1853 was chairman of the school 
board of West Roxbury. 

His marriage to Mary Ann Hazen, of Boston, took place in 
1849. There were no children, and his wife died in 1887. 

The public bequests of Dr. Slafter are characteristic, and 
show the '' ruling passion strong in death." They are as 
follows : 

Dartmouth College, for Library Fund, $1000. 
Massachusetts Historical Society, for Library Fund, $1000. 
New England Historic- Genealogical Society, for Library Fund, $500. 
Latham Library, Thetford, Vermont,, $500. 
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To St. Thomas Church, Hanover, New Hampshire; St. Barnabas 
Church, Norwich, Vermont ; The Diocesan Library of Massachusetts, 
and the Library of the Episcopal Theological School at Cambridge, 
Mass., each one quarter of the income of the estate after private be- 
quests are paid. Also a contingent bequest to the Registrar of the 
Diocese. The value of the estate is estimated at about one hundred 
thousand dollars. 



Such a man as Edmund Farwell Slafter is possible only in a 
densely populated and highly civilized community. The work 
he did — and he was a diligent and painstaking toiler — is of 
no interest to the great majority of mankind, and there is no 
time for it in a new country ; but with the accumulation of 
wealth, the rise and development of institutions, and the organ- 
ization of society, the place for such tasks as he assumed 
becomes apparent, and no man could have performed them 
more admirably or with greater enthusiasm. 

He was of what is now called a conservative temperament, 
a man of decided opinions and positive convictions, which he 
held tenaciously. He believed in things as they are, and was 
averse to change almost, one might say, on principle. He 
stood for the established order, seeing no need for reform, and 
inclining to impatience with reformers. 

His manners were digniiSed and courteous, and his bearing 
that of a gentleman somewhat aloof from humanity in its 
common work-a-day mood. But yet he was keenly alive to all 
that was happening, and knew the history of his own time as 
well as that of the generations immediately preceding. 

He was a just and upright man, of scrupulous integrity, but 
the thrift which had made possible the success of the battle 
which his ancestors waged with the climate and soil of New 
England was in his blood, and precluded liberality and the 
open hand. 

Attached as he was to the Episcopal Church, and believer as 
he was in the Christian Church as a necessary institution in 
every well-ordered community, yet his interest in religion 
manifested itself more in its institutional, historical, and ethical 
aspects than in its mystical and emotional side. 

His conversational powers were unusual, and he was ever 
ready to place his well-stored mind and retentive memory at 
the service of his friends. He had an ample fund of quiet, 
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dry humor, which, combined with his other qualities, made him 
an admirable raconteur and a delightful and charming 
companion. 

He died at Little Boar's Head, North Hampton, New 
Hampshire, September 22, 1906. The funeral took place in 
Trinity Church, Boston, September 25, and his body was buried 
in Forest Hills Cemetery .^ 

1 To Mr. George Kuhn Clarke, Dr. Samuel A. Green, Rev. Leander C. 
Manchester, Mr. Henry W. Cunningham, Mrs. Frederick S. Leonard of 249 
Berkeley Street, Boston, in whose house Dr. Slafter spent the last twenty-two 
years of his life, and to autobiographical notes found among his papers, I am 
indebted for the material from which the above account of Dr. Slafter's life has 
been prepared. — Eeuben Kidneb. 



